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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

AFRICA. 

Status of plague in Cape Colony. 

Cape Town, Cape Colony, December 17, 1902. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your dispatch No. 
103, dated November 14, in reference to a bill of health issued at Port 
Elizabeth, given to the captain of the Norwegian bark Superior, in 
which you say the bill of health stated there had been 136 cases and 67 
deaths at Port Elizabeth. There had been occasional cases of plague 
in Cape Colony for some time prior to my taking charge of this office, 
December 1, 1901. The records show that there have been more cases 
in Port Elizabeth than any other place. You will see by the inclosed 
report that they commenced counting February 2, 1901, and I have no 
later report showing the exact number that have existed in this place, 
but I quote the report from the colonial secretary for August 18, 1902, 
in which he gives the total number since the plague first started. 

Plague-infected rats have been found at Port Elizabeth occasionally. 
The total number of cases in Cape Colony in this report is 907, Port 
Elizabeth alone having 135 cases at the date of August 18, above 
referred to. As this bill of health gives the statement that there have 
been 136 cases there, there has evidently been 1 case since last August, 
which I find by the record was reported early in November. 

In making a bill of health from this office, we always give the date of 
the last case of plague. The last case we had in Cape Town was Janu- 
ary 2, 1902. Tne above report shows that the only case they have had 
in Port Elizabeth for many months was this case in November. I learn 
that the patient was alive and under treatment December 1. 

I write Port Elizabeth to-day to make out their bills of health in 
future as we do, giving the date of the last case. 

We are practically free from plague in all portions of Cape Colony. 
Eespectfully, W. E. Bigham, 

United States Consul- General. 

The Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.} 

Colonial Seceetaey's Office, Cape Town, 

Cape of Good Hope, December 15, 190$. 

The following report by the medical officer of health for the colony on the state of 
the outbreak of bubonic plague in the Cape Colony for the week ended December 13, 
1902, is published for general information. 

Noel Janisch, 
Under Colonial Secretary. 

Report of the medical officer of health on the state of plague in Cape Colony during week 

ended December 13, 1902. 

One corpse dead of plague was discovered at Port Elizabeth on December 9, 1902, the 
deceased being a colored male adult. The last preceding case occurred on November 17, 
1902, and is still under treatment at the plague hospital. 

No other cases of plague have been discovered or were under treatment in the colony 
during the week ended Saturday, December 13, 1902. 

A. John Geegoey, 
Medical Officer of Health for the Colony. 
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